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1.0 INTRODUCTION
The Skeetchestn Land Use Plan (the ‘Plan’) is an updated version of the Land Use Plan
developed in 2016/2017 but finalized in 2019. The initial land use planning process
emphasized community engagement and saw the vision and values developed along with
policies for specific land uses. The updated Plan builds on the previous Plan and
incorporates changes in land use and development over the past few years as well as new
developments that are proposed to occur in the next few years. It also provides further
direction for managing the risks associated with climate change and poor lands
management practices in the Traditional Territory on the part of the provincial government,
including the threat of wildfire and flooding.
The intention of the Plan is to chart a course for future land use by describing the vision and
ideas of Skeetchestn members and leadership. The Plan encompasses the social,
environmental, and economic priorities of membership and applies them to areas on
Skeetchestn IR # 0, Marshy Lake IR # 1, and Hihium Lake IR # 6A and # 6B, to promote
optimal development consistent with the community’s values. The Plan also references

View of Village area
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Skeetchestn’s fee simple lands located outside of reserve boundaries. Furthermore, this
document will act as a guide for transparent decision-making in future land use.
The Plan is a living document which may be amended by Chief and Council as priorities
and situations change and evolve. While the community vision is expected to need little
adjustment over time, the content regarding land use will likely need to be updated every
5 to 10 years to reflect changes in community needs and wishes.

1.1

ABOUT SKEETCHESTN

The Skeetchestn people are Secwepemc people who have lived since time immemorial in
Secwepemcúĺecw, an area of 180,000 square kilometres that covers areas within the
Thompson, Columbia, and Fraser watersheds. Skeetchestn’s Traditional Territory
encompasses its reserves and fee-simple holdings and extends over the Deadman River
watershed north to Green Lake and Bonaparte Lake, to the eastern end of Kamloops Lake,
and south to Logan Lake and Highway 97. The Skeetchestn people consider themselves
stewards of their Traditional Territory and the Deadman River watershed, which historically
and in present day has provided for the community’s spiritual, social, and material needs.
Historic villages were dispersed throughout the Deadman Valley starting at the mouth of
the Deadman River. Skeetchestn means ‘arriving place’ (Secwepemc People, Lands, and
Laws).
While Skeetchestn has been
allocated
reserves,
it
is
important to note that reserve
land has been lost. A reserve
located in Cherry Creek was preempted in the 1860s and a
promise of a reserve about 9
miles on either side of the
Thompson River was never
fulfilled (Secwepemc People,
Lands, and Laws). The loss of
territory and the reserve lands is
an issue that still needs to be
remedied.
Skeetchestn was traditionally self-sufficient. The people grew their own food, cultivated
orchards for fruit, maintained berry patches, foraged for wild plants, and raised livestock.
Members also hunted and fished; practices that are carried on today for their economic and
recreational value. A strong desire remains to capitalize on the agricultural land base and
to foster the next generation’s interest in self-sufficiency and growing their own food.
Skeetchestn Indian Band supports this through the Annual Residential Gardening
Program, the Benchlands Community Garden, the Skeetchestn Community School
Greenhouse, and the proposed Skeetchestn Stables project which would be located west
of the school.
Skeetchestn reserve lands are located at the eastern
end of Kamloops Lake in British Columbia. The main
reserve, Skeetchestn IR # 0, lies 10 km west of the
community of Savona and 60 km from Kamloops. The
Thompson River borders the southern edge of the
main reserve while the Deadman River runs north to
south through the reserve creating a valley.
Skeetchestn’s other reserves are Marshy Lake # 1,
which lies roughly 3 km east of the northern tip of
Snohoosh Lake and 40 km northeast of Skeetchestn
IR # 0 (nearly 60 km by road); and Hihium Lake IR #
6A and IR # 6B, located 30 km northwest of
Skeetchestn IR # 0.
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Skeetchestn’s land base, both on-reserve and in its territory, has been substantially
impacted by climate change and forest management practices, which has resulted in fires
and other phenomena that has drastically impacted the health of the Deadman River
watershed. The increased risk of fire and flooding is a key consideration of this land use
plan.
Figure 1.1 shows the planning area, including reserves and fee-simple parcels owned by
Skeetchestn.
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PURPOSE OF THE LAND USE PLAN

The Skeetchestn Land Use Plan aims to guide land use decision-making based on the input
of community members. This includes identifying the location and type of future
development as well as identifying areas that need to be protected from intensive
development. The Plan builds on the community feedback and principles developed in the
Comprehensive Community Plan (CCP) process, adopted June 2015 and land use planning
community engagement undertaken from late 2016 to 2017 (refer to Section 1.4). The Plan
provides an implementation strategy that can be used to leverage funding from other
sources to ensure that Skeetchestn is in a stronger position to use its land for social,
economic, and cultural goals.

1.3

PLAN DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

This Plan builds off the plan developed
largely in 2016/17 and finalized in 2019. The
Plan update process began in Fall 2021. The
following were the principal steps involved
in the process:
.1

.2

Preceding Documents Review –
Previously prepared reports for
Skeetchestn including the 1985
Land Use By-Law (1985), Land Use
and Zoning Bylaw draft (2002),
Skeetchestn Land and Resource
Management Plan – Deadman
Watershed (2013), Comprehensive
Community Plan (2015), and the
Designated Area Land Use Plan
(2016) were reviewed to obtain
important
information
on
Skeetchestn lands, and community
priorities. The 2022 updated Land
Use and Zoning Bylaw draft and
Building and Planning Policy draft
were also referenced.
Background review including base
maps
and
demographic
information
–
Geographic
information pertaining to all the
reserves and fee simple lands was
collected and included in maps.
Demographic information was also collected from relevant federal government
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sources and SIB administration and analyzed to assess Skeetchestn demographic
trends.
Council and staff engagement – While the previous land use planning process
included significant community engagement, the update process focussed on
changes in existing development patterns and plans for future development (e.g.
housing, commercial) and therefore required more input from staff and Chief and
Council. A first workshop was held in December 2021 with a mixture of staff and
councillors, followed by a workshop with Chief and Council in early February 2022.
Additional staff engagement occurred in March and April 2022.
Preparation of draft Land Use Plan – An update to the Land Use Plan was prepared
based on the research, Council and staff engagement and community
engagement.
Community Engagement – an engagement session was held in March 2022 with the
community and was a hybrid virtual and in-person engagement. An additional in-person
community engagement was undertaken in May 2022.

.6
.7

1.4

Council Review - the Land Use Plan was reviewed with Council at a Council meeting
in May 2022.
Final Land Use Plan – a final version of the Land Use Plan was produced based on
the input of the community and staff members.

PREVIOUS COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

There was significant community engagement undertaken as part of the development of
the initial Land Use Plan. In total, over 10% of members provided feedback during this
process. Starting in November 2016, the community and key members of staff and Council
were engaged in a number of ways, including:
.1

.2

.3

Community Survey – A community survey was released with paper-based copies
made available at the Band Office. The survey was released on December 15th, 2016
and responses were gathered up until January 10, 2017. A total of 53 surveys were
received.
Meeting with Key Staff and Chief and Council - In November 2016, a number of
staff and Council members met to discuss key
land issues. This discussion provided the
information necessary for designing the
community survey and to guide further
engagement with the community.
Children’s Engagement – A session was held at
Skeetchestn Community School on January 31,
2017. Eight children from grades 5 to 7 gave
feedback on what they liked about Skeetchestn
and what they would like to see change. Children
also drew on maps to show where they would like
to see these changes and which areas they would
like to see protected.
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.4 Youth Engagement – A session was held with 9 members of the Skeetchestn youth
group in Kamloops on February 10, 2017. The youth were engaged in discussion
about what they appreciated about Skeetchestn and what their concerns were.
Youth were also given the opportunity to indicate where facilities, houses, and
commercial areas should be located on maps.
.5 Staff Workshop # 1 – A workshop was held with 5 staff members on February 21,
2017, at the Skeetchestn community gymnasium. A PowerPoint presentation was
made on the land use planning process and staff provided input on land use issues
through polling and discussion. Staff were also asked to leave their thoughts on
panels and maps on display.
.6 Community Workshop – A workshop was held with 10 community members at the
Skeetchestn community gymnasium on February 21, 2017. Community members
were engaged in discussion and invited to answer polling questions throughout a
presentation on the land use planning process at Skeetchestn. Community
members were also invited to provide further feedback by leaving their thoughts
and comments on panels and maps displayed in the room.
.7 Community and Staff Workshop # 2 – A second workshop was held on April 7, 2017
at the Skeetchestn Band Office. Approximately 40 people attended the workshop
where participants were asked their views on specific topics and issues related to
the Plan such as the style and location of Elders homes, environmental and
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culturally sensitive areas, agricultural opportunities, and needs for daycare in the
community.
.8 Community Survey # 2 – A second community survey was released through paperbased copies. The survey was made available at the second community and staff
workshop as well as through door-to-door interviews. A total of 33 people filled out
the second survey.
.9 Annual General Meeting (2017) – A presentation on the Land Use Plan was made at
the Annual General Meeting in 2017.
.10 Community and Staff Workshop # 3 – A third workshop was held on October 11,
2018 to review the Land Use Plan and seek feedback on specific issues relating to
the plan, in particular housing, economic development, and community facilities.
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2.0 BACKGROUND
Section 2.0 describes the current context of Skeetchestn land use, including aspects of
cultural use, existing development and land uses, population trends, housing, and
infrastructure.

2.1

OUR CULTURE

Connection to our land (tmicw), language (Secwépemcstín), and cultural and spiritual
customs and practice define the Skeetchestn community. Fishing, hunting, and plant
gathering for food and medicines has long sustained the community. Not only do cultural
practices help define the Skeetchestn community but strengthening and internalizing
those traditions and values will help mitigate the effects of racism and discrimination and
engender pride in person and community. This strength leads to success in daily life and
interactions with others.
The Secwépemc language, culture and way of life are being threatened as a result of
historical actions by state and church and current tendencies to assimilation. The
community is committed to re-invigorating the culture, language, and spiritual traditions
by learning from the elders and passing knowledge on to their children and grandchildren.

2.2

DESCRIPTION OF RESERVES AND KEY LAND USES

A description of all Skeetchestn reserves and feesimple properties is provided in Section 0.

2.2.1

SKEETCHESTN IR # 0

Skeetchestn’s largest reserve, Skeetchestn IR # 0,
comprises 7,975 hectares (ha) and is home to the
Skeetchestn community. The reserve was created
in the late 1870s (Secwepemc People, Lands, and
Laws). Hunting and foraging activities occurred in
this area before and after colonization in the 1800s.
Burning of lands was a widespread lands
management
practice
and
continued
uninterrupted until about the 1920s and has once
again resumed in the last 10 years to provide
protection to the Skeetchestn community and to
revitalize natural environments. This practice was
intended to maintain healthy grasslands to
maintain strong ungulate populations and
medicinal plant growth.
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Today the reserve land is still used for hunting and trapping.1 There is one licensed woodlot
in the northwest corner of the Skeetchestn reserve which is currently not being logged. The
reserve has also been used for grazing cattle 2 and this activity continues to be allowed in
areas where approved by Council through the Land Use and Zoning Bylaw and other
policies and bylaws.
Most housing is located in one of three residential developments: the Village, the
Benchlands Subdivision, and the mobile home park. There are houses located outside of
these three areas mainly on large agricultural lots. The Village is also the site of the Band
Office, community kitchen, gymnasium, pow-wow grounds, Skeetchestn Community
School, education building, and church. There is also a cemetery for which there are
expansion plans as well as a fish hatchery.
A large area at the south end of the reserve has been designated for economic
development purposes and contains a mix of commercial, administrative, industrial, and
agricultural activities.
Figure 2.1 illustrates the location of key existing development and infrastructure on
Skeetchestn IR # 0.

1

Skeetchestn Land and Resource Management Plan Deadman Watershed, 2013, p. 43.

2

Skeetchestn Land and Resource Management Plan Deadman Watershed, 2013, p. 47.
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The main Skeetchestn reserve is relatively well-serviced by infrastructure. One significant
challenge faced by the community however is the lack of cell coverage in the area.
Table 2.1 shows the services available to the community.
Table 2.1: Infrastructure on Skeetchestn IR # 0

Water
There are three community water systems on the Skeetchestn Reserve. The southern
Designated Land Area is serviced by one water well, treatment plant, and reservoir. The
main village site is serviced by two wells, one pump house, one reservoir, and water is
disinfected by chlorine only. The third system services the Benchlands subdivision. It
consists of a pump-house, two wells, and reservoir. The water is treated with chlorine.
Water servicing in the Benchlands is facing considerable supply challenges, the causes
and solutions for which are currently being investigated.

Sanitary
All buildings are serviced with individual septic systems.

Gas
There are FortisBC gas mains within the Village area of Skeetchestn, at the northern end
of the Reserve, and in the Benchlands Subdivision. The gas main has recently been
extended to the Designated Area, with service to the Health Centre and commercial
buildings.

Power
Electricity is provided by BC Hydro by three phase lines that connect to 230 KV lines which
extend westward from Savona.

Cellular
The Rogers Cellular LTE and HSPA+ networks partially cover Skeetchestn Reserve; Bell
provides coverage to about half of the Reserve through its HSPA+, LTE, and LTE Advanced
networks; and Telus provides a similar coverage range through its HSPA+, LTE, and LTE
Advanced networks. This coverage is largely south of the Benchlands subdivision. This
system requires improvements.

Internet
There is internet service coverage throughout Skeetchestn Reserve though it requires
improvements. The community school and the Health and Wellness Facility have fibre
optic service.

Roads
On the north side of Highway 1, the main road through Skeetchestn IR # 0 is paved up to
kilometre 13 past the Main Village. Side roads are generally gravel or dirt. In the
Designated Area the roads are a mixture of paved and gravel surface.
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Moving forward, there are several development constraints to be aware of, including:
•

Topography – Skeetchestn IR # 0 is located in the Deadman River Valley which is
formed by steeply sloped land on the eastern and western sides of the valley. Much
of the sloped areas would be challenging and costly to develop as well as causing
concerns for geohazards.

•

Deadman River – The Deadman River runs north
to south through Skeetchestn IR # 0. It has
flooded in the past causing damage to buildings
and roads. There are a number of areas where
erosion is a significant problem. A study is being
undertaken to identify key issues and already 38
key priority hazard locations have been identified,
some of which require mitigation (refer to Figure 2.3). Although key hazard sites
have been identified, it should be noted that all land within the floodplain is
potentially vulnerable to erosion depending on the level of freshet or severe storm
events, as well as the condition of the soils and vegetation in the watershed in
general. Due to the fires in 2021 which reduced vegetation and increased the
hydrophobic nature of soils in the surrounding area, there is potential for extreme
water flows in spring 2022. Floodplain mapping, which identifies construction levels
based on waterflow analysis and topography, is needed to guide development and
prioritize damage mitigation project for existing infrastructure.
The Deadman River also provides important fisheries habitat and protecting these
areas from development is critical to the continued health of aquatic species.

•

Existing Development – Several parcels of land are already developed and being
used for housing, community facilities, or other uses.
Land Tenure – A significant portion of Skeetchestn IR # 0 is held by individual Band
members through Certificates of Possession (CPs). In addition, it is possible that
some land that appears to be Band land is part of a traditional holding where there
has been an understanding of a specific family’s right over the land, though often
times there is no written documentation.

•

•

Infrastructure Servicing – Several areas of the reserve do not have access to
adequate water infrastructure and power. This limits development opportunities. In
addition, the Benchlands subdivision does not have adequate internet
infrastructure.

•

Fire Burn Area – Skeetchestn is located in an ecosystem which sees regular
wildfires; however, the extent and intensity of these fires has been amplified in
recent years due to climate change impacts on precipitation and temperatures.
Development should take into account the need for a protective fire guard (which
Skeetchestn has created around developed areas on-reserve) and ensure that water
servicing infrastructure addresses the need for wildfire fighting requirements.

Figure 2.3 illustrates development constraints.
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MARSHY LAKE IR # 1

Marshy Lake IR # 1 was added to Skeetchestn’s reserve land base in 2006. It is 68 ha and is
located roughly 40 km northeast of the main Skeetchestn reserve, or almost 60 km by road.
As this area is part of the Traditional Territory of the Skeetchestn people, activities such as
hunting, fishing, and medicinal and edible plant gathering
historically took place in this area.3 While road access to this reserve
is difficult and the reserve can be difficult to find, there are three log
cabins on the site that are about 500 sq. ft. each. Skeetchestn is
planning to clean and renovate these cabins in the near future. The
site has been used as a cultural camp for the community and there
is interest in increasing its use once the cabins have been improved.
This reserve is currently uninhabited and is not serviced by BC
Hydro or community water.
Figure 2.4 illustrates Marshy Lake IR # 1.

2.2.3

HIHIUM LAKE IR # 6B

Traditionally, the Hihium Lake area (Xixyum) was used for fishing in the springtime for trout.
The present day reserves are used by members as campsites while engaging in traditional
activities such as fishing and hunting. Originally this reserve was requested as a shared
reserve by the Skeetchestn, Bonaparte, Ashcroft, and Clinton Bands. After errors were made
in correspondence, Skeetchestn was not included in the group given access to the reserve.
However, this has since been rectified and today IR # 6B is shared by Bonaparte Indian Band
and Skeetchestn.
Hihium Lake reserves are currently uninhabited and are not serviced by BC Hydro or
community water. Instead the land is used for recreational and traditional uses. 4 Hihium
Lake IR # 6B may be accessed by road heading northeast from the Deadman Vidette Road
turnoff. Hihium Lake # 6A is adjacent to a small settlement and may be accessed by a road
which branches west once north of Hihium Lake leading north from Deadman-Vidette
Road.
Figure 2.5 illustrates Hihium Lake IR # 6A and # 6B.

3

Skeetchestn Comprehensive Community Plan, 2015, p. 24.

4

Skeetchestn Land and Resource Management Plan Deadman Watershed, 2013, p. 54.
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FEE-SIMPLE LANDS

As illustrated in Figure 1.1, Skeetchestn has a number of fee-simple properties that include
ranches and land along the highway adjacent to Skeetchestn IR # 0. All of the parcels are
zoned by the Thompson Nicola Regional District (TNRD) for Agricultural-Forestry. The
properties include:
.1

X-J Ranch - The X-J Ranch is located approximately 28 km from the northeast corner
of Skeetchestn IR # 0. It is roughly 890 ha (2,200 acres) in size. Principal and
accessory uses allowed in this zone include single family dwelling, agricultural and
horticultural, intensive agricultural, forestry practice, processing of aggregate
materials, open land recreation, golf course, rustic guest ranch, and bed and
breakfast. The property is also part of the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). Irrigation
is being installed on this property, which is currently leased.
.2 Bob George Ranch - The Bob George Ranch was acquired by Skeetchestn in 2001.
It is located approximately 9 km north of Skeetchestn IR # 0. It consists of seven
parcels totaling 268 ha (662 acres) and has a main residence, shed, barn, shop, and
other outbuildings. A portion of this property is part of the ALR. According to the
2001 Property Appraisal, the highest and best use of this property would likely be to
divide it into 5-acre parcels for agricultural or hobby farm use. This property was
bought primarily in order to protect and enhance fish habitat as this is the spawning
area for both Steelhead and Coho salmon both of which are species of concern. This
is one of the major sources of groundwater to the Deadman River. Irrigation is being
installed on this property, which is currently leased.
.3 Ronny Craig Ranch - The Ronny Craig Ranch is located directly adjacent to the
northeast corner of Skeetchestn IR # 0 and is 239 ha (590 acres) in area. A portion of
the property is within the ALR. This property is in the process of being added to
reserve. Irrigation is being installed on this property, which is currently leased.
.4 Highway 1 Parcel – Skeetchestn owns a 28 ha (70 acres) parcel of land adjacent to
the southeast corner of the Designated Area along Highway 1. It is also within the
TNRD’s Hazard Lands Development Permit Area which means that more study
would need to be done to ensure there are no geohazards before the property is
developed.
.5 North of Highway 1 – This property is approximately 38 ha (93 acres) in size and
overlooks Kamloops Lake. It is actually two parcels which are within the ALR. It is
understood the property was acquired in order to facilitate the drawing of water
from Kamloops Lake.
.6 North of Kamloops Lake – Skeetchestn has acquired a portion of a parcel of land
located between the Canadian National (CN) right of way and Kamloops Lake. Most
of this parcel would be within the 30 m riparian area buffer. This property was
acquired in order to have access to the lake for agricultural development of the
Sabiston flats as well as to provide a suitable place to install a permanent fishing
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dock for our annual commercial fishery done in co-operation with the Secwepemc
Fisheries Commission.

2.3

POPULATION

In Section 2.3, Skeetchestn’s past, present, and projected population is summarized.
Detailed demographic information can be found in Appendix A.
Demographic information was compiled using a mix of data from Indigenous Services
Canada and Statistics Canada Census data. The following are key findings:
•

The total membership population, which is currently 561 people (December
2021), has increased at an average rate of 1.5% per year over the past 30 years and
is currently 561 people.

•

The number of members living off-reserve (55% of members) has surpassed the
number of people living on-reserve (45% of members). Currently the total
number of members living on-reserve is 252. The on-reserve population is
actually higher due to additional non-members, due to staff and family
members living on-reserve.

•

Using the 30-year annual average growth rate of 1.5%, the total membership is
expected to be 758 people by 2041
If the current split of members living on and off-reserve is maintained, there will
be 341 members living on-reserve by 2041.

•
•

The median age of Skeetchestn members appears to be getting older with the
number of people 45 years old and older now making up an even more
significant proportion of membership than in previous years. The number of
members younger than 25 has a decreasing share of the membership.

•

There are significant differences in the number of members in the 25 – 44-yearold and the 45-64 year old cohorts living on-reserve versus those living offreserve. The number of people living off-reserve in this working age cohort is
much higher than those living on-reserve.

•

It is important to recognize that growth in members living on-reserve will be
influenced by factors such as housing and employment availability in the
community and availability of key community services such as healthcare,
education, and daycare.

2.4

HOUSING

The existing housing stock on Skeetchestn IR # 0 is not meeting present demand. There
are currently 39 applications on the housing waitlist. The households in need of housing
range in size from single people to families of seven.
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Table 2.2 summarizes the number of households on the housing waitlist by household type
and housing size needs.
Table 2.2: Housing Waitlist Summary

Housing Waitlist Indicators

Number of
Households

Total number of households

39

Total number of single person households

11

Total number of couples (no children)

14

Total number of families

12

Total number of Elder households

2

Total 1 bedroom

12

Total 2 bedroom

14

Total 3 bedroom

7

Total 4+ bedroom

6

Based on the waitlist, as well as projected growth in membership population, there could
be a need for up to 72 more dwelling units by 2041. In addition, a number of dwellings may
need either substantial renovations or replacement in the near future which may increase
the total dwellings required in the future. However, 12 two and three-bedroom units are
planned for completion in 2022, funded by the Rapid Housing Initiative from CMHC.
Lots within the Benchlands Subdivision have individual septic systems but are connected
to a community water system. While placing single family homes on each of the remaining
lots in the subdivision could address 64% of the households on the housing waitlist, by
finding opportunities to build more than one unit per lot, many more households can be
accommodated using the existing subdivided lots. For example, if 10 of the 25 lots can
accommodate duplexes, 35 households, or 90% of the housing waitlist can be
accommodated, with some of the larger lots being able to accommodate triplexes and
fourplexes. However, it is important to note that some lots in the Benchlands that were
previously serviced may not be easily developed for housing due to water servicing issues.
Options were identified during the land use planning community engagement process
which would help to alleviate the housing waitlist backlog and prepare for future demand.
In particular these options include:
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Housing for single people - There is presently a gap in the housing stock that would be
suitable for single people. This gap could be addressed by constructing multi-unit housing
such as triplexes and fourplexes. Related to this, there may be opportunities to develop ‘tiny’
houses, which are units that
are between 300 and 500
square feet which are
appropriate for a single
person or a couple. They are
generally more affordable to
construct and are mobile in
some
cases.
Providing
housing
specifically
for
single people or couples
could free up other larger
dwellings for family use and
increase
density
while
decreasing
the
financial
burden
involved
in
Example of Tiny House
expanding
existing
Source:
https://www.dezeen.com/2016/08/10/avava-britespace-tiny-house-flatsubdivisions. Currently there
pack-micro-dwelling-easy-transportation-assembly/
are 35 people between the
ages of 19 and 29 living on-reserve and 70 living off-reserve. Community discussion revealed
that single people living on-reserve often see the need to continue living with their families,
even when they would like to live independently, due to the lack of housing availability.
Providing another option for these young adults may be a way to keep members on-reserve
and to preserve the vitality of the community.
Elders housing - Currently there are 34 Elders (65 years and over) living on-reserve, and 68
future Elders between the ages of 45 and 64. There are also 24 Elders and 94 future Elders
living off-reserve of whom a portion may opt to move back were appropriate housing and
services available. Initial community discussion on the topic suggested an inclination
towards a townhouse style complex with common areas for recreation and activities, where
assistance would be available to those who need it. Suggestions were made to locate the
complex in a place where Elders would be close to family, friends, and health services,
possibly in the Benchlands or at the ‘Front’ where future health services might be available.

| Skeetchetsn Indian Band Land Use Plan

P a g e 23

3.0 VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES
Skeetchestn has an overall community vision, developed for the Comprehensive
Community Plan, and specific vision for the Land Use Plan. A set of guiding principles has
also been developed to guide land use planning.

3.1

VISION

Skeetchestn’s vision, according to the Comprehensive Community Plan, is as follows:
Skeetchestn tems qés gwewgwewt re stétchemkt wul le7 sumec-kt ren elye
ren tmicw tsunemctl’t es xyemstwewckt! ell excwiyt re secwepemculecw te
kweseltktenkt tsunemctlt es tekwenipl’e7 tek le7 ren tmicw, sellkew, ell cxwiyt
stem kúlt ren tmicw teculecwtl’t te tmicw xexwiyt re sqéltus t7íweltk
sqelq’wéltulecw es tskwenstem re tmicw ell es le7s tsucminstem.

Skeetchestn is a strong, prosperous, and sustainable community of the
Secwépemc Nation that respects all people, our culture, our land, water and
all living things.

The vision for the Land Use Plan is:
Skeetchestn seeks to grow our community while nurturing our culture, our
environment, and our people. We want to foster community well-being
economically and socially, to weave the fabric of the Skeetchestn community
tighter and stronger, and to make Skeetchestn a home for our children and
their children.

The following values have guided the development of the Land Use Plan and its vision:
.1 Skeetchestn is our home, it is where our family, our past, and our future is.
.2 Skeetchestn is the heart of our Traditional Territory.
.3 Skeetchestn is a place of peace and tranquility and a safe place for our children to
grow.
.4 Our community values culture, language, and our traditional way of life.
.5 We must protect the natural environment and
.6 We aim to progress together and increase the overall well-being of our members.
.7 We aim to increase our self-sustainability by growing more of our own food and
reinvigorating our past agricultural practices.
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.8 Our community intends to chart a clear and defined development course which
includes objectives and policies.

3.2

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The following guiding principles relate the community vision to the Land Use Plan and the
process of developing it. They are the foundation for the planning process, and for the plan
itself.
.1
.2
.3
.4

.5

.6

Enriching our culture – the planning process and the Land Use Plan must enrich
our Skeetchestn and Secwepemc culture
Accountability – of the Council and the Band Administration to the people and
between members on lands-related issues
Transparency – in the creation of this document and in future planning which will
reflect the wishes of Skeetchestn members and the procedures laid out in the Plan
Stewardship – of the lands held by the Skeetchestn people to be used in the most
appropriate social, environmental and economic ways, or to be protected due to
their value as habitat and traditional uses, continually planning for the next seven
generations
Reflecting priorities – of the Skeetchestn people to protect the environment,
ensure access to forests and waterways, provide new community facilities, identify
areas for new housing, and protect cultural and spiritual areas
Improve governance – of institutional, residential, and economic development
processes on Skeetchestn and applying the principles of Aboriginal Rights and Title
and Free, Prior and Informed Consent in the use and management of on-reserve
land
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4.0 GENERAL OBJECTIVES AND
STRATEGIES
The objectives and strategies reflect the perspective of community members gathered
through the engagement process. The following objectives and strategies apply to land use
and land management on all reserves.

4.1

GENERAL OBJECTIVES

It is the objective of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3

Ensure that Skeetchestn’s culture is respected and expressed in all land uses
Protect land for traditional uses and to preserve sensitive environments
Ensure that Band members are integrated into the decision-making process for
land use
.4 Restrict development in hazardous areas
.5 Improve community well-being socially, economically, and culturally through the
appropriate use of Skeetchestn’s land

4.2

GENERAL STRATEGIES

It is the strategy of SIB to:

4.2.1
.1

CULTURAL AND HERITAGE

Require that heritage, archeological and cultural reviews of lands consistent with
the Skeetchestn Heritage Management Protocol are completed prior to any
development approval
.2 Increase the knowledge of key places throughout Skeetchestn’s lands by
periodically hosting site tours that would include trips to Marshy Lake and Hihium
Lake and other key cultural and environmental features on-reserve and within the
Traditional Territory
.3 Commission a study through Skeetchestn Natural Resources to proactively identify
and research key cultural, archeological and environmentally sensitive sites and
consider employing someone or the natural resources program to monitor key
cultural and environmental sites to ensure their protection
.4 Ensure that access into key cultural and traditional use areas on-reserve is preserved
for members
.5 Promote the use of Secwépemcstín on signs and incorporate into place names
throughout the reserves and on mapping
.6 Preserve, where possible, key landforms that are important to the history of
Skeetchestn and the Secwepemc people

| Skeetchetsn Indian Band Land Use Plan

4.2.2
.1

.2

.3
.4
.5
.6
.7

.8

.9
.10

.11
.12
.13
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ENVIRONMENTAL
Require
that
environmental reviews
be undertaken as part of
the
development
process on-reserve
Protect the community
and
territory
from
wildfire by working with
provincial agencies on
controlled burns that
reflect
traditional
burning activities and
establishing fire guards on-reserve and in the territory
Complete and implement the Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan
Protect the riparian areas of the Deadman River from development and explore how
to naturalize these areas to enhance the river habitat
Protect fish stocks in the Deadman River
Lobby for mitigation measures to be incorporated on hazard areas on the Deadman
River
Enhance protection of the Deadman River from agricultural activities by keeping
fencing along the river in repair and by educating landholders on the impact of
agricultural activities on water quality
Require that all new development be located outside of the Deadman River
floodplain and away from hazardous areas vulnerable to erosion (50 m on either side
of the river)
Naturalize, where possible, creeks and drainages that
have been diverted in the past
Review opportunities to enhance habitat on-reserve
and in the Traditional Territory for key wildlife such as
moose
Ensure that pesticides are prohibited in their use onreserve
Ensure that there is protection of wellheads in order
to protect source water quality
Require a geohazard study be done for development
on or near steep slopes to review the risk of rockfall,
and landslide, and identify potential mitigation
measures and pursue remediation and mitigation
projects in areas with identified vulnerability
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.14 Promote the respectful use of natural areas on-reserve by making information that
summarizes appropriate uses in these areas available on the Skeetchestn website
and by other appropriate means
.15 Require that ornamental garden areas in new development is xeriscaped in order to
reflect the arid environment that Skeetchestn is located in and to conserve water
.16 Undertake work to better understand the impacts of climate change on the
community and key natural resources
.17 Ensure that wildlife corridors are documented and adequately protected from
development
.18 Ensure that disturbed areas are reseeded with appropriate vegetation to reduce the
risk of invasive species

4.2.3
.1
.2
.3
.4
.5
.6
.7
.8

.9

4.2.4
.1

4.2.5
.1
.2

LAND MANAGEMENT
Review opportunities to add access points to and gathering spots on the Deadman
River and Thompson River
Keep the community informed and engaged during land use decision-making
processes and provide members with opportunities to provide input
Consider opportunities to acquire off-reserve land for a variety of uses
Explore options for developing new water holes at springs to help ranchers utilize
range lands
Review fencing requirements on-reserve to ensure that there is better
management on where cattle can graze
Develop a better understanding of the carrying capacity of range land on
Skeetchestn IR # 0
Consider options to develop pathways separate from roadways to promote walking
and cycling in the community
Undertake a Climate Change Adaptation Plan to better understand the impacts of
climate change on lands, infrastructure and key community social systems at
Skeetchestn
Protect access to lands on-reserve and within the Traditional Territory used for
gathering food and medicines, hunting, and harvesting materials used for
traditional tools and cultural objects

ECONOMIC
Actively search out economic opportunities which will produce jobs for members
and bring businesses to Skeetchestn

DEVELOPMENT
Consider how to incorporate energy efficiency into new buildings
Develop clean energy opportunities on-reserve

| Skeetchetsn Indian Band Land Use Plan

P a g e 28

.3

Adopt and implement the updated 2022
Land Use and Zoning Bylaw which details
permitted
uses
and
site
design
requirements for land
.4 Encourage accessibility in new buildings
and a portion of new housing that enables
people with mobility issues to visit these
buildings. This includes providing a
ground level entry with a wide doorway,
washroom, and meeting space on the
main floor

5.0 SKEETCHESTN IR # 0
Skeetchestn IR # 0 is where most of the on-reserve community lives. Based on community
engagement, there appears to be a desire to maintain the area for mainly community and
residential uses with little desire for commercial development. Exceptions may be
recreational tourism and trails, as well as community ventures such as agriculture or raising
livestock.

5.1

OBJECTIVES

It is the objective of SIB to:
.1

Maintain the non-designated land predominantly for residential, community, and
agricultural uses
.2 Ensure the protection of Skeetchestn’s natural areas and promote their use for
passive recreational and traditional activities
.3 Enhance the livability of Skeetchestn IR # 0 for members of all ages
.4 Ensure that sufficient and appropriate housing is available for residents who would
like to live on-reserve

5.2

STRATEGIES

Section 5.2 provides all land use strategies for the area north of the Designated Area on
Skeetchestn IR # 0.

5.2.1

GENERAL STRATEGIES

It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2

Implement the Land Use Plan for Skeetchestn IR # 0 as illustrated in Figure 5.1
Work with land holders along the Deadman River to reduce the impact of land use
and development on the river habitat

| Skeetchetsn Indian Band Land Use Plan

P a g e 29

.3

Pursue preventive measures to mitigate damage to property and structures in
hazardous areas along the Deadman River prone to erosion and flooding
.4 Continue to promote community sustainability through gardening activities onreserve by promoting community gardens and backyard gardens
.5 Enhance the aesthetic appeal of the reserve by encouraging home occupants to
maintain their yards, limiting the amount of garbage around their dwelling,
identifying ways of cutting down on illegal dumping, and ensuring that community
lands are well maintained
.6 Implement the updated Land Use and Zoning Bylaw and Building and Planning
Policy to regulate land use and development on-reserve
.7 Review the feasibility of having intensive grazing areas close to the Main Village to
reduce the risk of wildfire
.8 Protect development areas from the risk of wildfire through the use of fireguards
and controlled burning

5.2.2

COMMUNITY USE

There are a number of community uses located in the Village area, including the existing
Band Office, community gymnasium and kitchen, Skeetchestn Community School, Fire
Hall, Pow Wow Grounds, the Chief Charlie Draney Education Centre, and parks and
playgrounds. There is also a playground, hockey rink, basketball court, Fire Hall, and
community garden in the Benchlands Subdivision. Enhancing community uses is an
important component of the quality of life in Skeetchestn.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3
.4

.5
.6

.7
.8
.9

Direct community uses to those areas identified Community Use on Figure 5.1
Consider opportunities to add fee-simple lands to reserve (Addition to Reserve) to
meet community needs
Confirm the preferred placement of the Band’s administrative offices in the
Designated Area near the Trans Canada Highway
Develop a strategy for the existing Band office, which could include either removing
the building or repurposing it for another use such as small business incubation or
community programming
Consider options to expand the Skeetchestn Community School to add capacity
and expand educational programs such as trades, arts, and computer science
Expand the Skeetchestn Community Garden to be used as a community garden,
learning centre, and increase production to increase the supply of locally grown,
healthy food
Support the Skeetchestn Community School’s plans to build Skeetchestn Stables
north of the school site as an educational and food security initiative
Support the development of a pit house adjacent to the school site for the purpose
of cultural use and education
Support the development of a daycare building adjacent to the school
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.10 Develop a youth centre in
the Main Village
.11 Develop a museum to
preserve key archeological
and cultural artifacts
.12 Preserve and promote the
use of public areas such as
water access points for
swimming and fishing. Key
swimming areas have been
identified on Figure 5.1
.13 Pursue funds to revitalize
the existing cemetery and
develop the property south of the cemetery in preparation for future use
.14 Explore the possibility of developing hiking/biking trails for active transportation
and recreational purposes
.15 Explore the demand for and feasibility of constructing a BMX/skate park for youth
.16 Make plans to fix and improve the playground in the Village
.17 Finalize a vision for a social centre with Skeetchestn members which takes into
account the community’s priorities: a counselling centre, a place for youth activities,
a place for Elders meetings, adult education, and physical fitness
.18 Maintain the operation of the fish hatchery as a means of educating community
members about the importance of fish culture and to enable fish stocking

5.2.3

AGRICULTURE

During community engagement sessions community members noted that the Deadman
River Valley was once an important agricultural area and that the Skeetchestn community
grew and raised much of its own food. Fruit trees and domestic berry patches were
common. Evidence of the agricultural past is apparent with the remnants of irrigation
flumes on the eastern side of the valley. Agriculture continues to be a key activity in this
area with many hay cultivation operations, while many community members have horses
and some cattle. Rebuilding the agricultural capacity in this area for community and
economic benefit is a key priority for members particularly as issues of food security
become more prevalent with climate change.
It is the strategy of the SIB to:
.1
.2

Direct agricultural uses to those areas identified Agricultural on Figure 5.1
Engage an agrologist to assist in identifying suitable crops for production on the
available land
.3 Review cost effective and sustainable ways of providing irrigation to agricultural
land in the valley
.4 Review opportunities to develop a commercial greenhouse
.5 Continue to promote and protect ranching as a livelihood for Skeetchestn members
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.6 Consider whether to invest in livestock production which could include cattle,
poultry, rabbits, swine, and other products
.7 Conserve land suitable for agriculture
.8 Explore possibilities for capitalizing on agricultural and ranching potential for the
purpose of creating local employment
.9 Enable the use of agricultural lands for rural housing
.10 Enable the development of home-based businesses and home-based industries on
agricultural lands
.11 Enable Short Term Rental Accommodations in homes on agricultural land

5.2.4

OPEN SPACE

Open Space areas are those areas that are likely not developable for intensive uses due to
steep slopes and poor road access but could be used for Band members’ personal use (i.e.,
cultural practices, hunting, fishing, gathering, hiking, and ATVing) while also being available
for forestry and the grazing of cattle. Open Space areas are important for preserving the
physical beauty of Skeetchestn lands. Members want to preserve the grasslands, wetlands,
forests, and waterways while enabling community access to these areas for fishing, hunting
and gathering, and to generally maintain and nurture the community’s cultural and
spiritual connection to the land.
Forestry is also a significant economic activity for Skeetchestn which could occur in the
Open Space areas. Currently, Skeetchestn manages two non-replaceable forest licenses
and replaceable licence. The two woodlots under management account for 441.4 ha and
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552.7 ha of forest. The first woodlot is immediately west of the main village on-reserve at
White Lake whereas the second woodlot is located southeast of Deadman Falls, off-reserve.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3

.4

.5

.6

.7
.8
.9
.10
.11
.12
.13

5.2.5

Identify land as Open Space as illustrated on Figure 5.1
Protect and enhance habitat in natural areas
Encourage Band members to use these areas for personal use such as berry picking
and hunting while also encouraging that the area be used respectfully to maintain
environmental integrity
Promote the use of land for traditional activities and the repopulation of berry
patches
and
native medicinal
and food plants
Protect culturally
significant
sites
from erosion or
damage,
if
necessary,
by
limiting access
Support monitors
in
preventing
illegal dumping in
Open Space areas
Enable
forestry
activities that are both economically viable and environmentally acceptable
Explore the possibility of using harvested wood to process into value-added
products
Enable the use of the land in Open Space areas for livestock grazing, provided that
permission is granted by Chief and Council
Ensure that grazing activities are balanced with the need to protect and enhance
wildlife habitats
Continue to develop water holes and pasture areas for livestock
Consider strategies to protect Skeetchestn’s reserve land from other users,
particularly motorized, or prevent it entirely (i.e., through signage, fencing)
Consider the development of a trail system in natural areas that would enable
walking and mountain biking

RESIDENTIAL

Residential development is mostly in the Main Village and the Benchlands Subdivision. In
addition, there is a mobile home park that is located below the Benchlands along the
Deadman River and one residence in the Designated Area along the same river. Most
homes in the community are single detached units. There is a need to provide more
housing and to diversify the housing stock to better align with community needs, such as
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by building more smaller units for single people or couples. There is also support for
incorporating more energy efficiency measures and adaptations for a warming climate.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3
.4

.5

.6

.7

.8

.9

5

Direct residential uses to those areas identified Residential on Figure 5.1
Direct most new residential development to the Benchlands Subdivision and
consider the expansion of the subdivision to the south
Consider purchasing appropriate CP land for residential purposes for Band housing
Require that all new lots be of a size that can sustainably accommodate an onsite
septic system, a single detached dwelling, an
ancillary structure, and a backup field, while
One of the key issues for
meeting all legislative requirements, unless it
Skeetchestn is the development
is feasible in certain cases for multiple homes
of an Elders Housing facility.
to share a septic system
Significant
community
Consider the development of single detached
engagement was undertaken
dwellings and multi-unit dwellings, such as
pertaining to this topic. Most
duplexes and rowhouses, in areas identified
participants supported having
for Residential development
an Elders Housing facility that
Undertake a feasibility study to identify a
would be located near the
location for a new mobile home park to
Health Centre in the Designated
diversify the housing that is available
Area though some mentioned
Consider the development of townhouses
having the Elders Facility closer
with shared outdoor space as another
to the main community. A
potential form of housing
feasibility study needs to be
Consider strategies for protecting the mobile
developed to confirm the
home park from flooding and erosion,
preferred location, the style of
including moving the park to a new location
housing, the types of services to
and/or putting a moratorium on new mobile
be offered, and the clients to be
homes
served.
Permit manufactured homes (mobile homes
and modular homes) in those areas designated as Residential 5

Manufactured Home means a mobile home or a modular home used as a dwelling unit.

Mobile Home means a factory constructed dwelling unit designed to be towed from site to site and
subject to Canadian Standards Association (CSA) Z240 Mobile Home Series of Standards. CSA Z240
Standards are specifically for homes that may be moved from one home site to another.
Modular Home is a dwelling unit constructed on site from factory assembled modules. These homes
have a CSA A277 label to show that they were built in a certified factory and must meet local bylaws
and the BC Building Code.
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.10 Consider the development of ‘tiny’ houses, houses between 300 and 500 square feet
that are intended to house a single person or couple, to meet the needs of single
people and Elders who want to live in smaller housing units
.11 Consider utilizing Skeetchestn-produced roundhouses to meet housing needs
.12 Develop eco-friendly houses that are energy efficient in order to increase the
comfort of houses and reduce their operating costs
.13 Ensure that a portion of homes developed be level-entry in order to increase their
livability for people with mobility issues
.14 Support and encourage home-based businesses and industries consistent with the
direction provided in the Land Use and Zoning Bylaw
.15 Permit Short Term Rental Accommodations consistent with the direction provided
in the Land Use and Zoning Bylaw

5.2.6

INFRASTRUCTURE

Most of Skeetchestn’s infrastructure is located on IR # 0. Maintaining and enhancing
infrastructure in this area will improve quality of life for community members and make the
area more attractive.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3
.4
.5
.6
.7
.8
.9
.10
.11
.12

Upgrade water servicing throughout the reserve in particular to provide greater
storage and better water pressure in areas of the Benchlands and the Main Village
Install a new reservoir in the Benchlands to provide better fire protection and water
pressure
Develop strategies and infrastructure to ensure a greater supply of water during
fires
Undertake a wellhead protection program to protect source water quality from
issues such as conflicts in wellhead protection zones with agricultural practices
Work with BC Hydro and others to provide more streetlighting on the reserve
Advocate for cell phone coverage that includes the Main Village
Expand high speed internet service to the Benchlands Subdivision
Advocate to Enbridge for upgrades to their pipe infrastructure for improved safety
Rebuild and upgrade emergency access routes to both the Main Village, school, and
the Benchlands Subdivision
Ensure there is back-up power available for key infrastructure and facilities
Prioritize the protection of the bridge access to the Benchlands Subdivision
Prioritize the mitigation of any potential future damage to infrastructure caused by
flooding, erosion and high waterflow events

Figure 5.1 shows land uses on Skeetchestn IR # 0, with the exception of the Designated Area
at the south end of the reserve.
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6.0 DESIGNATED AREA
As illustrated in Figure 6.1, the Designated Area covers the southern part of Skeetchestn IR
# 0. There are a number of existing uses in the area including:
•

Big Sky Husky Gas Station

•

Deadman Creek Rodeo Grounds

•

Painted Rock Aggregate Pit

•

Natural Resources Buildings including a value-added forestry manufacturing facility
and associated office and classroom

•

Natural Resources Demonstration House

•

Offices for Knucwentwecw Development Corporation (KDC) and Stk’emlupsemc Te
Secwepemc Nation (SSN)

•

Health Centre

•

Public Works and Housing shop and operations yard

•

Big Sky Water Treatment Plant

•

Irrigated and leased agricultural lands

The “Front” was designated by the community in 2012 for a number of uses, including
agricultural, residential, recreational, cultural, institutional, community buildings,
commercial, industrial, mining, or assembly uses. The intention of the designation is to
support efforts to increase the economic vitality of Skeetchestn by attracting new business
to the community that
employs Band members and
generates revenue.
In 2016, a land use plan was
created for the Designated
Area. This plan identified a
number
of
potential
economic development uses
including Commercial and
Industrial
development,
market
residential
uses,
tourism,
agriculture
and
forestry among others. Since
2016,
a
number
of
developments have occurred including:
•

Development of the Health Centre and expansion of the water system

•

Development of new serviced commercial lots

•

Leasing of agricultural lands for production of corn, barley and hay and the
installation of irrigation pivots

•

Planting of poplar trees along the Deadman River which ultimately failed to grow
properly
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•

Expansion of natural gas service to the area

•

Expansion of the Painted Rock Aggregate Pit

The updated 2022 Designated Area Land Use Plan built on the 2016 Plan and subsequent
work that has been undertaken and reviewed the potential marketable uses for this land
and defined areas for various types of development. Some of the ideas for development
include:
•

Highway commercial development
around the gas station

•

Further agricultural use in the
Lemonade Flats area (a total of 124
ha was identified as having
agricultural potential)

•

Development of a Professional
Services Centre to be the new home
of the Skeetchestn Band Office

•

Market residential uses along the
Thompson River bluff

•

Accommodations including a lodge
and campground to complement
the development of trails in the area

The Lemonade Flats area was the site of a war
between people from Skeetchestn and Tsilhqot’in
people who came to seize fish from Skeetchestn
Secwepemc fishing grounds at the mouth of
Deadman’s Creek. According to Francis Ignace:
At Lemonade Flats, there’s the mouth of the creek,
the other side, that’s where the Indians camp in the
fall time. And the Indians from way somewhere come
over to fight. They were sitting around in there, and
the scout saw them…They seen them, they come way
over…The boy went around, tell them people [the
Shuswap], “there’s a bunch of different Indians up
there”…There was still hundreds and thousands.
They all fight. And that’s where they killed them all.
(Source: Secwepemc People, Land and Laws)

•

Expansion
operations

•

Expansion and servicing of the rodeo grounds

of

the

aggregate

Land uses in the Designated Area are illustrated in Figure 6.1.

6.1

OBJECTIVES

It is the objective of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3

6.2

Leverage the Designated Area to create employment opportunities for community
members and to generate revenue for Skeetchestn
Ensure that development in the Designated Area reflects Skeetchestn’s culture
Ensure that development in the Designated Area protects the environment

STRATEGIES

Section 6.2 provides all land use strategies pertaining to the Designated Area on
Skeetchestn IR # 0.

6.2.1

GENERAL STRATEGIES

Skeetchestn intends to use the Designated Area to create employment and revenue
generation opportunities. Moving forward, key strategies include:
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.1
.2
.3

Implementing the 2022 Designated Area Land Use Plan
Marketing development opportunities to private investors
Enabling Knucwentwecw Development Corporation (KDC) to act as the leader and
liaison for economic development opportunities in the Designated Area
.4 Increasing water availability in the Designated Area by developing an additional
reservoir and developing a new groundwater well
.5 Reducing the dependence on the Deadman River for irrigation of agricultural land
.6 Pursuing partnerships that can lead to the expansion of infrastructure and business
opportunities
.7 Consider the social and health impacts of any commercial opportunity in the
Designated Area on the Skeetchestn community
.8 Consider how to use the Thompson River banks for fishing locations that could also
include a drying rack and fish smoker

6.2.2

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL

The Skeetchestn community has a great amount of interest in promoting commercial
activity on-reserve, both to improve the availability of local amenities and to increase local
employment. Community members of all ages would like to see more local businesses,
jobs, and for local commercial activity to bring people to the reserve.
It is the strategy of the SIB to:
.1

Direct commercial development to those areas identified for Commercial/Industrial
development on Figure 6.1
.2 Ensure that Commercial/Industrial development does not negatively impact the
overall electricity or water supply, and that operations do not pollute the air, ground,
or water, or create noise pollution which could negatively impact community
members’ quality of life
.3 Incorporate community facilities into the Commercial/Industrial area near the Big
Sky
Husky
Gas
Station
by
considering
the
development of the
Professional
Services Centre and
Elders housing in
this area
.4 Review
opportunities
to
attract brand name
restaurants to draw
more
highway
traffic into the area
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Support cultural tourism development in the Commercial/Industrial area, including
the interpretive pit house site planned for the area
Consider options for the funding of infrastructure construction through ISC’s
Community Opportunity Readiness Program (CORP)
Ensure that commercial and industrial development is strategically located to form
separate commercial and industrial hubs (i.e., keeping primarily commercial uses
together and keeping primarily industrial uses together)
Ensure that new development located near the highway achieves aesthetic
standards which maximize the value of the land and provide a positive image of
Skeetchestn
Prepare marketing packages that highlight potential commercial and industrial
development opportunities and actively market these opportunities
Consider the relocation of the gas station and convenience store to a location closer
to the highway access in order to improve accessibility and visibility
Consider the development of tourism-oriented uses such as an RV park and other
forms of accommodations
Complete water servicing feasibility study to identify the most feasible way of
increasing water supply in the Designated Area

AGGREGATE

Aggregate extraction is currently being undertaken by Painted Rock Aggregates and
Contracting at a well-established pit. Currently, the pit has been expanded beyond its
permit area and an expansion of the permit is being sought. There are also plans to expand
extraction to the south, however archeological survey must happen first. Extraction could
also be carried out along the terrace overlooking the Thompson River to prepare the site
for new housing lots.
It is the strategy of the SIB to:
.1

Direct aggregate extraction
activities to those areas
identified as Aggregate on
Figure 6.1
.2 Expand the current gravel
pit west on the land
overlooking the Thompson
River in order to rough
grade land for residential
purposes
.3 Extend power supply to the
areas
for
gravel
pit
expansion
.4 Continue to service the local
mining industry with aggregate
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Review options to expand markets for gravel by shipping aggregate by rail

AGRICULTURE

Agricultural activities have long taken place in the Designated Area with mixed success.
Hay and ginseng production have occurred in this area historically and irrigation was
established previously. In the past few years, Skeetchestn has established leasing
partnerships that have resulted in new irrigation pivots being installed. At present there are
numerous irrigated fields for a total developed agricultural area of 260 acres (104 ha).
Currently, lessees are growing barley, corn, and hay.
It is the strategy of the SIB to:
.1

.2

.3

.4

.5
.6
.7
.8
.9
.10
.11

6.2.5

Direct agricultural uses to those
areas identified as Agricultural on
Figure 6.1
Engage an agrologist to help to
identify
suitable
crops
for
production on the available land
Examine ways of increasing the
productivity of soil by adding
compost or other amendments
Review
cost
effective
and
sustainable ways of providing
irrigation
to
remaining
agricultural land while reducing
dependence on the Deadman River
Review opportunities to develop a commercial greenhouse
Consider whether to invest in livestock production which could include cattle,
poultry, rabbits, swine, and other products
Review the potential of attracting a dairy farm operation to Skeetchestn
Consider developing an abattoir for meat products
Conserve land suitable for agriculture
Work to identify opportunities that could result from the investment in irrigation
equipment for the Lemonade Flats area once the current lease expires
Explore possibilities for capitalizing on agricultural and ranching potential for the
purpose of creating local employment

RESIDENTIAL

The Designated Area Land Use Plan identified areas for market residential development
which would entail leasing lots to people to construct houses on. These houses would be
marketed to people wishing to live a rural lifestyle and enjoy the beautiful riverine
landscape. In the Designated Area, two areas have been identified for residential
development: a 29.9 ha site which overlooks the Thompson River to be developed in
conjunction with aggregate extraction which would lead to grading the site for
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development, and a 77.5 ha site which is located north of the highway on a bench once
used as a movie set. Both developments would be considered for member and nonmember residential development.
Future residential development and strategies will reflect the community’s preference for
a variety of housing (i.e., single detached houses on 1/3 to ½ acre lots, single detached
houses on large lots, small houses, duplexes, and townhouses). It will also reflect building
design and construction standards identified in the Building and Planning Policy.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
1.
2.

Direct market residential uses to those areas identified Residential on Figure 6.1
Consider how to incorporate the Natural Resources Corporation’s round houses into
new housing construction in these areas
3. Explore alternative sustainable construction or culturally appropriate housing forms
(e.g., pit house)
4. Consider the long-term financial and social outcomes of any market housing
development
5. Develop a windbreak for new housing for terraced lots
6. Ensure that easily accessible park and green space is provided in these areas
7. Enforce Skeetchestn’s residential zoning standards, design guidelines, and
requirements for yard and house maintenance as part of development agreements
8. Undertake a marketing study to determine target markets for development

6.2.6

RECREATIONAL TOURISM

An area along the Thompson River at the oxbow has been identified for Recreational
Tourism as it may be possible to develop a campground or picnic area there which would
support other recreational tourism initiatives such as canoe and boat tours in the area’s
provincial parks.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2

Identify lands for Recreational Tourism as illustrated in Figure 6.1
Explore the feasibility of developing recreational tourism by assessing the proposed
sites, cost analysis, and job creation potential
.3 Explore the possibility of promoting more passive recreational tourism initiatives
such as mountain biking, equestrian trails, or hiking in the area
.4 Explore the potential of negotiating with CN and requesting that they cooperate in
the development of a road alongside their causeway to allow vehicular access to
Oxbow Island for future tourism and fish culture purposes

6.2.7

RODEO GROUNDS

The Deadman Creek Rodeo Grounds are the site of important cultural and economic
activity in the area and have historically been key in attracting people to Skeetchestn. The

| Skeetchetsn Indian Band Land Use Plan

P a g e 42

site accounts for approximately 7.6 ha of the Designated Area. A water line was extended
to the site in 2017.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2

Identify space for the Rodeo Grounds as illustrated in Figure 6.1
Explore the possibility of renewing and improving the Rodeo Grounds facility by
expanding the facilities available including horse paddocks, indoor arena, stables, as
well as expanding seating availability and could be used in conjunction with the
development of an equestrian themed accommodation, potentially using
roadhouses as separate discreet rental units and Skeetchestn’s already extensive
trail network
.3 Encourage the hosting of more events at the rodeo grounds in order to support
other commercial development initiatives that are tourism oriented, such as an RV
Park
.4 Consider the possibility of cultural/commercial initiative development plans which
capitalize on the Rodeo Grounds
.5 Extend power to the site

6.2.8

SPECIAL INDUSTRIAL AREA

A Special Industrial Area has been identified north of Highway 1. The site is bisected by both
a BC Hydro transmission line and a natural gas pipeline and could be used for a natural gasbased electrical generation site.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1

Identify the Special Industrial Area as indicated in Figure 6.1
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.2

Reserve this site for future industrial development which could make use of the
electrical and gas supply in the area
.3 Explore possible uses and provincial policy which may impact the site’s use
.4 Work with the provincial government and utilities providers on how to make use of
the resources on the parcel

6.2.9

FORESTRY

In the Designated Area, 73.3 ha of land have been identified for forestry uses. This land is
located around the Deadman River. The intention is to use this land for the growth of trees
that will have economic value while respecting and enhancing the riparian area of the river.
There had been work completed already to plant poplar trees in this area which was not
successful.
It is the strategy of the SIB to:
.1
.2

Identify land for forestry activities as illustrated on Figure 6.1
Ensure that trees planted in this area improve the health of the riparian area and
aquatic ecosystems in the Deadman River
.3 Ensure economically viable and environmentally acceptable timber production that
balances all forest values
.4 Continue exploring the possibility of utilizing an alternative silviculture approach to
forest management and logging
.5 Ensure the planting of native species of trees that also have market value
.6 Continue exploring the possibility of using harvested wood to process into valueadded products
.7 Review opportunities to provide irrigation and increase soil nutrients in this area to
encourage faster growth of trees
.8 Review opportunities to sell carbon offsets from the growth of trees in this area

6.2.10 NATURAL HAZARD LAND
Natural Hazard Lands are those areas which have steep slopes or other features that make
development in these areas unfeasible due to the high cost which construction would
entail or the unsuitability of the landscape for any kind of development (i.e., prone to rock
slides or shifting earth). The Natural Hazard Land has not been defined through floodplain
mapping or analysis.
The strategy of SIB is to:
.1
.2
.3

Identify Natural Hazard Land as indicated on Figure 6.1
Ensure that no construction occurs on Natural Hazard Land
Explore using Natural Hazard Land for forestry activities and trails, and grazing
where feasible
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6.2.11 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AREAS
The Environmental Protection Area in the Designated Area includes a 50 m buffer along
the Deadman River. This buffer has been provided to protect the integrity of the Deadman
River and enhance fish habitat. The Deadman River is a meandering river and waterflow
can change significantly throughout the year, possibly leading to flooding or sudden
erosion. Completing a floodplain analysis is a high priority for Skeetchestn. It is intended
that this area be naturalized, where feasible, to encourage habitat protection. On the rest
of the reserve this could be reduced to a 30-metre riparian management zone to take into
account prior uses and existing infrastructure.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1

Protect lands identified as Environmental Protection Area on Figure 6.1 from
development
.2 Naturalize this area through the restoration and enhancement of native vegetation
.3 Have the Natural Resources Corporation manage the Environmental Protection
Areas
.4 Review opportunities to enhance fish and wildlife habitat in Environmental
Protection Areas
.5 Develop greater understanding of the Deadman River floodplain and how it may be
impacted by climate change
.6 Explore ways to use land in Environmental Protection Areas for passive recreation
such as walking trails, which may support tourism and residential marketing
.7 Inventory, map, and protect culturally significant sites from erosion or damage

6.2.12 FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
This land use designation sets aside land which is considered appropriate for development
but for which no immediate use has been identified. This land may become more suitable
for development in the future as the expansion of infrastructure (i.e., roads, servicing) makes
development in these areas less cost prohibitive.
It is the strategy of SIB to:
.1
.2

Identify land as Future Development areas as illustrated in Figure 6.1
Require that any development in the Designated Area undergo an approvals
process that includes community engagement
.3 Consider using future development areas for agriculture in the interim
.4 Explore the possibility of promoting more passive recreational tourism initiatives
such as mountain biking, equestrian trails, or hiking in the area
Figure 6.1 shows lands uses on the Designated Area of Skeetchestn IR #0.
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7.0 MARSHY LAKE IR # 1
Marshy Lake IR # 1 is a relatively small, remote reserve but it is important to the Skeetchestn
community. There are existing cabins at the north end of the reserve. In 2018, two cabins
were upgraded and new decks added to them. Skeetchestn aims to complete cleanup and
renovations. The area has been used to host culture camps for the community which has
allowed people to learn about medicinal plants, hunting, and cultural rituals. This reserve
was impacted by the 2021 Sparks Lake Wildfire although the cabins were relatively
undamaged.

7.1

OBJECTIVES

It is the objective of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3

7.2

Improve road access to Marshy Lake IR # 1
Increase community knowledge of
Marshy Lake IR # 1
Utilize the land for a culturally appropriate
purpose which protects the space for
community and traditional activities

STRATEGIES

The entire reserve has been identified for
community use. Key strategies include:
.1
.2
.3
.4
.5
.6
.7
.8
.9

Complete renovations and cleanup existing cabins
Consider developing a campground to be used to support traditional activities such
as hunting, fishing, trapping, and food gathering in the area
Provide tours of Marshy Lake to community members to familiarize them with this
reserve
Work with community members to have ‘clean-up’ days at Marshy Lake
Continue to use the cabins as a base for culture camps
Review opportunities to rent the cabins to groups that may be interested in using it
Enable community members to use this reserve for personal cultural use including
berry gathering and hunting
Explore the feasibility of adding cabins at Marshy Lake
Explore the possibility of damming the lake in order to raise levels and raise trout in
conjunction with the Band’s fisheries program.
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8.0 HIHIUM LAKE IR # 6A & # 6B
The two reserves at Hihium Lake are intended to be used for passive recreation and cultural
practice and are not intended to be developed. Hihium Lake IR # 6B is shared with
Bonaparte Indian Band. The reserves were impacted by the Elephant Hill wildfire in 2017
and the Sparks Lake Wildfire in 2021.

8.1

OBJECTIVES

It is the objective of SIB to:
.1
.2
.3

8.2

Improve access to Hihium Lake IR # 6A and # 6B
Increase community knowledge of Hihium Lake IR # 6A and # 6B
Utilize the land for culturally appropriate purpose which protects the space as a
natural resource

STRATEGIES

This reserve will be maintained for community use. Key strategies include:
.1

Work with Bonaparte Indian Band to determine how IR # 6B can be effectively
shared between the two communities
.2 Provide tours of the Hihium Lake reserves to community members to familiarize
them with this reserve
.3 Work with community members to have ‘clean-up’ days at the Hihium Lake
reserves
.4 Enable community members to use this reserve for personal cultural use including
berry gathering and hunting
.5 Explore the potential of using the Hihium Lake reserves for a culture camp
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9.0 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
The Implementation Plan includes a list of policies and foundational strategies as well as an
implementation table with key actions for the next five years.

9.1

FOUNDATIONAL STRATEGIES

The Land Use Plan documents strategies and actions for the management of Skeetchestn’s
reserve land base. There are other strategies that Skeetchestn may wish to develop which
will help reinforce the guidance provided in the Land Use Plan. These include:
•

Documenting traditional land holdings – It has been indicated that there may be
a number of traditional land holdings on-reserve. While many of these traditional
holdings have been allocated based on oral tradition or through Band Council
Resolutions that are no longer available, work should be done to determine the
identity of traditional land holders and policies which formalize traditional land
holding recognition.

•

Developing an Allotment Policy – An Allotment Policy will help Skeetchestn
determine how to allot land to Band members. Given the scarcity of easily
developable land at Skeetchestn, this could be of critical importance. At the same
time, Skeetchestn may wish to consider acquiring CP land to provide land for future
development such as new housing or community facilities.
Addition to Reserve Opportunities – If Skeetchestn intends to continue ownership
of fee-simple parcels on the north shore of Kamloops Lake for water access reasons
(irrigation and boat launch area), an Addition to Reserve could be sought through
ISC. This would remove the property tax burden that the properties represent and
also provide a tax base opportunity for any infrastructure going through this area.

•

9.2

KEY ACTIONS

There are a number of action items which have been listed in the Land Use Plan. Moving
forward on these action items will aid in the implementation of the Land Use Plan. The key
actions are listed in Table 9.1.
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Table 9.1: Action Plan
Action

Timing

Lead

Potential Resources

Designated Area Initiatives
Explore the feasibility of developing a new
groundwater well in the Designated Area
to increase the quantity of water available

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC

Develop a new reservoir to service the
Designated Area

1 - 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC

Conduct business feasibility of RV
campground south of commercial area

3 – 5 years

Knucwentwecw Development
Corporation

CORP/ANTCO

Market commercial and agricultural
development
opportunities
in
the
Designated
Area
by
summarizing
opportunities on the Skeetchestn website

Ongoing

Knucwentwecw Development
Corporation

Develop the interpretive pit house site as
a draw for visitors to support adjacent
businesses and broader public education
about Skeetchestn’s history

Within 1 year

Knucwentwecw Development
Corporation

Seek permit for expanded aggregate
excavation area.

1 year

Knucwentwecw Development
Corporation

Undertake archaeological survey in gravel
excavation expansion area to the south of
the current site as soon as possible.

Ongoing

Natural Resources
Corporation/Knucwentwecw
Development Corporation
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Action

Timing

Lead

Potential Resources

Undertake an agricultural feasibility study
to identify the soil capability, possible
crops, and the investment required to
make agriculture a viable option for
economic development

1 – 3 years

Natural Resources
Corporation/Knucwentwecw
Development Corporation

BC Ministry of
Agriculture Indigenous
Agriculture
Development Program

Undertake trails planning in the
Designated Area for community and
tourism uses

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band/Natural
Resources Corporation

Provincial active
transportation program

Extend power to the Rodeo Grounds site

Within 1 year

Natural Resources Corporation

Tourism/economic
development focussed
infrastructure program

Identify a preferred location for the Band
Administration building in the Designated
Area

1 Year

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC Capital funding

Develop a strategy for the repurposing or
removal of the Band Office once it is
relocated

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

Upgrade the existing playgrounds in the
main village

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

Develop
a
feasibility
study
for
constructing a BMX/skate park and trails

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

Develop a feasibility study for Elders and
youth centres

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

Community Facilities

ISC
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Timing

Undertake a feasibility study for a daycare
to be located in the community that
explores location, services provided, hours
of operation, and staffing.

Lead

Potential Resources

1 -3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC

Continue expansion project to increase
local food production to address food
security concerns.

1-3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band
Knowing Our Roots

Investing in Canada
Infrastructure Program,
CFDC of CIFN

Undertake a feasibility study of a new
irrigation system for agricultural lands

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

Done through SNRC
and KDC

Develop new water holes for livestock

Ongoing

Skeetchestn Natural Resources

Prepare a feasibility study of a mobile
home park which would identify the
preferred
location
and
style
of
development

3 – 5 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC

Seek Seed Funding for a safe house, likely
off-reserve

Within 1 year

Skeetchestn Indian Band

CMHC

Build 12 modular homes
Benchlands subdivision.

Within 1 year

Skeetchestn Indian Band

CMHC Rapid Housing
Initiative

Ongoing

Skeetchestn Indian Band

CMHC/ISC Housing
Support Program

Agriculture

Housing

in

the

Continue to build housing in the
Benchlands Subdivision to address the
housing waitlist and future population
growth
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Timing

Develop a feasibility study for an Elders
Housing facility that will confirm the
preferred
location
(likely
in
the
Designated Area), the style of housing, the
types of services to be offered, and the
clients to be served

Lead

Potential Resources

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band with
assistance from SNRC house
construction business

FNHA

Review the feasibility of developing a
culture camp facility at either Hihium Lake
or Marshy Lake

3 – 5 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

BC Rural Dividend
Program

Undertake an archeological and cultural
study that will identify key sites on-reserve
and determine how these sites might be
mitigated

3 – 5 years

Skeetchestn Natural Resources
Corporation

Enact
the
Skeetchestn
Management Protocol

Heritage

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Natural Resources
Corporation

Develop a new water reservoir in the
Benchlands
Subdivision
to
enable
expansion

3 – 5 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC

Seek funding for emergency access
planning and construction to and from
the Benchlands Subdivision.

1 - 3 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC

Culture

Infrastructure
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Timing

Lead

Potential Resources

3 – 5 years

Skeetchestn Indian Band

ISC

Develop a climate change adaptation plan
to better understand impacts of climate
change on key natural resources

1 – 3 years

Skeetchestn Natural Resources
Corporation

First Nation Adapt
Program

Repair fencing along the Deadman River
in key areas to keep livestock away from
the river

Ongoing

Skeetchestn Indian Band

This is being done
through N.R.
Corporation with
assistance from DFO
ongoing

Install fish counter in Deadman River
north of bridge

Within 1 year

Skeetchestn Natural Resources
Corporation

Complete hazard risk mitigation projects
identified in the hazard risk assessment
along the Deadman River (mitigation at 13
priority sites currently funded)

Within 1
year/additional
sites 1-3 years

Skeetchestn Natural Resources
Corporation

ISC Emergency
Management
Assistance Program

Complete floodplain mapping for entire
Deadman Valley to identify construction
levels.

1 - 3 years

Skeetchestn Natural Resources
Corporation

ISC Emergency
Management
Assistance Program

Natural Resource Management
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COMMUNITY POPULATION INFORMATION
Appendix A provides more detailed information about Skeetchestn’s community population.
Included are historical population trends dating from 1990, membership population
projections, and a demographic age profile.

HISTORICAL POPULATION TRENDS
Skeetchestn’s total registered membership as of December 2021 is 561 people, according to
data from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC).6 In the past 15 years, the total membership has
grown by 17%, or an average of 1% annually.7 Since 2011, off-reserve membership has surpassed
on-reserve numbers. As of 2021 on-reserve members account for 45% of the total membership.
The number of members living on-reserve has declined by an average of 0.7% per year and has
fallen by 10% in the past fifteen years. In the same period of time, the off-reserve population
has grown by 52%.8
The number of members living on-reserve can be influenced by factors such as the availability
of housing, employment and educational opportunities, and the overall quality of life. It is also
important to keep in mind that there are more people living on reserve than just members.
There are likely non-members married to or living with members, as well as dependents who
may not be members. The census in 2016 estimated that 290 people lived on Skeetchestn’s
reserve.
Figure 1 summarizes Skeetchestn registered membership population data since 1990.

6

INAC. http://fnp-ppn.aandc-aadnc.gc.ca/fnp/Main/Search/FNMain.aspx?BAND_NUMBER=687&lang=eng

7

Data provided by Instat department of ISC.

8

Using historical data sent via email from ISC’s Instat department.
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Figure 1: Membership Population Historical Growth
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MEMBERSHIP POPULATION PROJECTIONS
Population projections help plan for future land use needs, housing, and infrastructure. Due to
the possibility of unforeseen population increases or decreases, projections should be adjusted
for each planning exercise with updated membership statistics.
Projections are calculated using the average annual growth rate for the past thirty years.
Averaging a growth rate over a higher number of years decreases the chance that future
projections are based on short-term population flux. The average annual growth rate for the
past 30 years is 1.5%. Projected on and off-reserve population is based on the proportion of
members currently living on-reserve (45%) and off-reserve (55%).
Skeetchestn’s total membership will grow to 758 people by 2041 if growth continues at current
rates. The on-reserve population could rise to 341 by 2041 if it continues to grow at current rates.
Figure 2 shows projections for the total, on-reserve, and off-reserve membership populations
based on the 30-year average annual growth rate.
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Figure 2: Projected Skeetchestn Membership Population
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The 30-year historical average annual growth rate scenario shown above is the high growth
scenario for Skeetchestn. Population projections by five-year increments are shown for the
high growth scenario as well as a low and medium growth scenario below:
•

Low Rate – -0.7%, the average annual growth rate for the past 10

•

Medium Rate – 1%, the average annual growth rate for the past 20 years

•

High Rate – 1.5%, the average annual growth rate for the past 30 years

Table 1 summarizes membership projections according to these three membership growth
scenarios for the next thirty years.
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Table 1: Total Membership Projections
Year

Low Growth

Medium Growth

High Growth

2026

581

590

605

2031

602

620

652

2036

623

651

703

2041

645

684

758

Source: INSTAT

AGE PROFILE
The age profile of the Skeetchestn population can be analyzed using ISC membership
population data. This data signals important demographic characteristics and trends over
time. Looking back to the early 1990s, members aged 25 to 44 comprised a significant part of
the population. In 2010 a change in this trend is noticeable, with the number of members aged
45 to 64 surpassing those aged 25 to 44. By 2020 the number of members aged 25 to 44 has
again surpassed those aged 45 to 64. These shifting demographics indicate that the median
age of Skeetchestn members is increasing. This trend is also evident by looking at members
of the 0 to 14 and 15 to 24-year age groups which have shrunk over the past ten years as
members age into other groups.
Historical total membership population data by age group is illustrated in Figure 3.
Figure 3: Total Membership Population Historical Age Profile
200

Membership Population

180
160
140
120
100
80
60
40
20
0
1995

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Year
0-14 years

15-24 years

25-44 years

45-64 years

65+ years

Source: INSTAT

Skeetchestn Indian Band Land Use Plan | A

Page 6
Within each age group there are notable differences in the number of members who live on
reserve and the portion who live off-reserve. Assessing the data from 2020 by place of
residence helps to illustrate residency patterns by age group.
The Skeetchestn membership population age profile data for 2020 by place of residence is
summarized in Figure 4.
Figure 4: Age Groups by Place of Residence (2020)
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Some key findings can be inferred from the data:
•

According to 2020 INSTAT data, there are 34 people 65 years and over living on-reserve.
This will have a significant impact on housing as this population ages and there is a
desire to ensure Elders have appropriate housing in the community.

•

More members that are of working age (15 – 64) live off-reserve. This is likely due in part
to a lack of opportunities to work in the community, the commuting distance to urban
centres such as Kamloops and a lack of housing available in the community. This is
something that Skeetchestn has been addressing in recent years and will continue to
do over time.

There are 31 members under 15 years old and 43 members between 15 and 24 years old living
on reserve. These numbers suggest there is potential to offer youth recreational activities and
engage youth in these age groups for training and work opportunities.
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